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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
Claims 1,3, 10, 12 and 17 have been amended. Claim 18 has been added. Claims 1-18 are 
pending. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 18 is objected to because of the following informalities: the lettering of the 
method is in incorrect order, in particular step (c) is repeated three times. Please re-letter steps c- 
c-d-e-c to c-d-e-f-g. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Doyle (US 
Patent No: 4,847,604). 

As for claims 1 and 10, Doyle teaches of a method {claim 1} and a computing device 
adapted {claim 10} of establishing which control area shown on a display of a computing device 
has been selected by a user; the method comprising the steps of: 
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(a) representing each of a set of device control actions by one of a set of unique colors 
using a predefined lookup table; 

(b) associating each of a plurality of selectable control areas of the display with one of the 
set of unique colors in a color mask; 

(c) storing the color mask in a memory of the computer device; 

(d) generating a set of co-ordinates for a contact location on the display while the color 
mask is not displayed on the display; 

(e) retrieving the color mask color by obtaining the color assorted with a pixel in the 
color mask at a location corresponding to the set of co-ordinates; and 

(f) establishing the control area and the device control action which is associated with the 
same color as the retrieved color in column 8, lines 1 1-26. 

As for claims 1 and 1 1, Doyle teaches of the color mask is obtained using a bit map of the 
control areas in column 6, lines 49-53. 

As for claims 3 and 12, Doyle teaches of a table of the set of unique colors is stored in 
device memory, together with a reference to each associated selectable control area in column 7, 
lines 38-51. 

As for claims 4 and 13, Doyle teaches of each of the unique colors in the table is 
represented as an unsigned integer in Fig. 2. 
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As for claims 5 and 14, Doyle teaches of each of the unique colors in the color mask is 
represented as an unsigned integer and the unsigned integer representing the color at the set of 
co-ordinates is compared against each unsigned integer in the table until a match is found in 
column 8, lines 19-26. 

As for claims 6 and 15, Doyle teaches of when a match is found, the corresponding 
selectable control area is then established using the table in column 8, lines 19-26. 

As for claims 7 and 16, Doyle teaches that a selectable control area can be any arbitrary 
shape so long as the color mask region corresponding to that arbitrary shape can be filled with a 
single color in Fig. 1. 

As for claim 8, Doyle teaches that the arrangement or design of the different selectable 
control areas is updatable to a different arrangement or design by altering the bit map of the 
control areas and the color mask in column 1, lines 50-60. 

As for claim 9, Doyle teaches that altering the bit map of the control areas and the color 
mask is performed using a paint application in column 1, lines 50-60.. 

As for claim 17, Doyle teaches of an application software programmed to run on a 
computing device, in which the application software causes each of several different selectable 
control areas to be displayed on the device and comprises a color mask that is not displayed on 
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the device, the color mask being made up of regions that each correspond to one of the control 
areas and are each colored in a unique color in column 8, lines 1 1-26. 

As for claim 18, Doyle teaches of a method of establishing which control area shown on 
a display of a computing device has been selected by a user, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a plurality of selectable control-areas by displaying on the display a control 
bitmap comprising a plurality of non-rectangular icons; 

(b) associating the selectable control-areas with a color-mask having a plurality of 
regions corresponding substantially in shape to the non-rectangular icons and wherein each of 
the regions has an associated color-mask color; 

(c) associating each of the color-mask with a specific device function; 
(c) storing the color-mask in a device memory; 

(d) generating a set of co-ordinates for a contact location on the display while displaying 
the control bitmap; 

(e) retrieving the color-mask color corresponding to that set of co-ordinates; and 

(c) performing the specific device function associated with the retrieved color mask color 
in column 8, lines 1 1-26. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tammy Pham 
May 2, 2006 





KENT CHANG 
PRIMARY EXAMINEF 



